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Dear Bethesda, 

 

I’m excited for our next few 

months as we continue to provide 

great kids and youth programs, do 

a hymn sing event with other 

churches, go caroling and spend 

time in community with one 

another.   

 

God is present everywhere, not 

just in these four walls.  We come 

together to worship, pray and 

study together because God calls 

us to live in community with one 

another as one body.  As we enter 

this season, I want to challenge 

you to use three questions with 

people in your circles of friends, 

family, neighbors and anyone you 

meet. 

 

How are you? 

 

How can I help? 

 

How can I pray for you? 

 

Many of you have expressed that 

when you meet others in the 

community, you’re not sure 

where to start with a 

conversation.  Questions are the 

best way.  Once you ask the 

question, listen to the person’s 

story.  A person’s story or 

narrative is the most powerful 

thing they have.  It is the story of 

what made them who they are, 

what shaped their lives, and what 

is important to them.  A person’s 

story gives you clues as to how 

they might be able to receive God 

or how their hurts and wounds 

may have been keeping them 

apart from God.  A person’s story 

helps you to understand and 

empathize with them which is 

what the Gospel calls us to do 

with one another. 

 

Your call isn’t to fix the person.  

Your call is to listen.  People are 

longing to be heard, to be noticed, 

to be cared for and by simply 

listening you can do all three at 

once.   

 

You may not have time to hear 

their entire story so ask them if 

they would like to talk further.  

Maybe you can share a meal 

together as Jesus did so often with 

others, or simply talk on the 

phone.  Try and get a way to 

contact them again so you can 

follow up.   

 

Follow up is key in relationships.  

It shows you remember a person 

and their story.  Follow up brings 

them closer in relationship with 

you and Christ in you.  This is 

being a Christian – to love 

without condition, to invite to the 

table of grace with you, to 

welcome with grace, to pray for 

one another, to care as God cares 

for you everyday.   

 

This is love – that you would lay 

down your life for another.   

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Heidi 

 

 

Women’s Circle 

Women’s Circle meets October 

23
rd

 at 10 a.m.     

Each month we get together, we 

sing hymns, have a scripture 

reading, pray for the needs of the 

church, and other personal needs. 

We’ll have a short devotional and 

of course have a delicious snack 

provided by a few of the ladies.  

October devotion will be given by 

Debbie Thomas, Edna Swenson 

will read our monthly scripture 

verse and Carol Caputo and Gail 

Cotton will provide the 

refreshments. We’d love to see all 

the ladies join us each month.  
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Mariners 

The Mariners meet on the 3
rd

 

Saturday of each month. 

Each month we get together, 

play games, watch movies, 

go to plays and dinners.  

We’d love for you to join us 

on October 20
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

for a night of good ole 

fashioned Bingo. Your host 

in October will be the Carol 

and Tom Caputo and June 

and Howard Freeman.  

Always look for the details 

and sign-up sheets on the 

bulletin board outside the 

Fellowship Hall, or call 

Margie our church 

administrators if you would 

like to put your name on the 

list or to find out details.  

 

 

Lincoln Cultural 

Association  

On Tuesday, October 16,
 
at 

12:15 the Lincoln Cultural  

Each month we gather 

together for a time of 

friendship and fellowship 

and enjoy entertainment and 

speakers from various 

different organization. Joey 

Joe will be our entertainer 

for October.  

We promptly begin at 12:15 

with a short meeting 

followed by a time of 

refreshments including a 

delicious Danish and cup of 

Joe for just $2 bucks.  

 

   

Wednesday’s Bible Study 

“Messiah”  7 – 8 p.m. 

 

Bethesda Hymn Sing 

Saturday November 10 at 

1pm 

 

Join us at Bethesda for a 

hymn sing with several other 

churches in the area as we 

celebrate the music of our 

faith and enjoy some 

fellowship afterwards with 

snacks.   

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgists October  

  7 – Janet Miller 

14 – Joan Wilson  

21 – Joan Stewart 

28 – Freda Fulton 

Minute for Mission   

Our missionary for this 

month is the Campbell 

family!  Carl and Pam serve 

in Papua New Guinea (PNG) 

and are former members of 

Bethesda.  Their son and 

daughter in law – Esther and 

Benji – live behind their 

parents and also serve as 

missionaries in PNG.  Carl, 

Pam, Benji and Esther serve 

as Wycliffe Bible translators 

and work as part of a team 

ministering to the local 

communities.  Bethesda 

Presbyterian has committed 

to financially support the 

Campbells with $3,300 for 

2018.  Please pray about how 

you might be called to 

support this mission. 

 

Session Notes 

The elders gathered together 

September 11.  The elders 

viewed a Presbytery video – 

“Loving Others: You 

People” and shared feedback 

and experiences.  The 

session reviewed the 

ongoing work and ministry 

of the Pastor.  The elders 

received reports from several 

teams.  The elders invited 

Elkins Park to join with us in 



Caroling in December.  The 

session voted to use $50,000 

from investments and 

$40,000 from the memorial 

fund to pay for the 

replacement of the roof.  The 

finance team requested to 

have budget numbers from 

the ministry teams by the 

November finance meeting.  

The Christian Ed team will 

be using a check in system to 

keep track of kids and return 

them to the correct parents.  

The property team was asked 

to change the lighting in the 

back Sunday school room to 

make it brighter.  After 

sharing joys and concerns, 

the session adjourned to the 

October 16 meeting. 

 

Deacon Notes  

The Deacons Meeting for 

September was held at 7:00 

pm on September 12, 2018. 

It was decided that the Holy 

Communion elements for 

October 2018 will be 

presented to 

the congregation by 

intinction. Because the 

intinction method of serving 

the elements 

has been favorably accepted, 

it was suggested that perhaps 

the new and only 

presentation of the Holy 

Communion elements may 

be by intinction. Further 

discussion 

will take place on this 

subject at the Annual 

Congregational Meeting. A 

list of names 

was presented regarding 

greeting A list of the 

upcoming events for the 

months of October, 

November and December, 

2018 was presented and will 

soon be available to all 

through the Sunday church 

bulletin and Beacon. The 

Deacons decided to sponsor 

church kids for Christmas 

this year and will provide 

gifts to those children  this 

Christmas. The Deacon's 

Meeting for the months of 

October and November will 

be scheduled for 6:00 p.m. 

because the Bible Study 

"Messiah" falls on the same 

day and time those two 

months. 

 

 

October Birthdays  

   1 – Howard Freeman  

         John LaRue 

         Erma Jerymn  

   6 – Marilyn Shaw  

 12 – Gary Freeman 

 14 – Allen Wenker 

 15 – Ashley Vance  

 17 – Paul Vance 

         Jennifer Freeman  

 19 – Charlotte Bowman  

 20 – Rosyln Ebner 

 

 

 

  

October Anniversaries 

 

  4 – Joan & John LaRue 

  5 – Marilyn & Dan Shaw 

10 – Barbara & Robert  

         Wilson 

13 – Carol & Tom Caputo  

15 – Loreen & Dick Grose  



Financial Update   

YTD Income: $115,910.70 

YTD Expenses:  $129,668.60  

As of September 30, 2018 not 

including the September 30 

offering. 

Rental Income 

(Included in reported income) 

$1,425.00 September 

$18,025.00 YTD 
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Thank You! 

I would like to thanks everyone at 

Bethesda Church for your love, 

support, prayers, cards, calls and 

visit during my recovery from 

recent surgery. It is greatly 

appreciated.  Tony Kazlouski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture for October  

Dear friends, let us love one 

another, for love comes from 

God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows 

God. Whoever does not love does 

not know God, because God is 

love. This is how God showed His 

love among us: He sent His one 

and only Son into the world that 

we might live through Him. 

1
st
 John 4: 7–9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


