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Bethesdapc.com                           Bethesda Beacon 
 
Dear Bethesda 

 

As Christmas approaches, so do the endless sales and commercials promoting consumerism for everything 

you never knew you needed!  My faith compels me to do something different in this season.  To find a way to 

give something greater that both demonstrates God’s love for those truly in need and also show my loved ones 

that I remembered them this holiday. 

  

During this season, there are many avenues to sacrificially give in a way that reflects our faith and love for 

people in our lives.  If you are struggling to find a gift for a person in your life, consider giving a gift in honor 

of them.  The Presbyterian Mission Agency has a Giving Catalog every year in which you can gift something 

meaningful to a person or family in need, in honor of someone you love.  Here’s how it works: 

  

YOU GIVE A GIFT 

Give a gift that represents a cause that’s close to your heart. Or make a gift in someone’s honor and choose a 

ministry they’d love. 

YOUR GIFT JOINS WITH OTHERS - SMALL GIFTS. BIG IMPACT. 

You unite with thousands of others giving to Presbyterian ministries through the Giving Catalog, increasing 

your gift’s capacity to bring hope to communities around the world. 

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Your gift provides help, hope and relief to people, families and communities in need.  God is at work in the 

world, and the Giving Catalog is one way for us to join in. It features almost 40 items to choose from—

including livestock, garden wells and support for women’s empowerment projects. These items translate into 

real and positive impact by supporting Presbyterian mission.  Gifts to the Giving Catalog are signs of our 

gratitude: feeding the hungry, comforting the broken-hearted and sharing our faith with young and old. By 

joining our gifts together, however large or small, we expand our witness to God’s gracious and abundant 

work in the world. 

GIVING AS AN ACT OF DEVOTION 

As Presbyterians, we are a people rooted in the grace of Jesus Christ. For many people, the Giving Catalog 

provides an opportunity for devotional giving, returning to God a portion of the blessings they’ve received 

through support of Presbyterian mission work around the world.  If you have a cause that’s close to your heart, 

you can probably find it in the Giving Catalog. Choose from a wide variety of gifts that represent the work 

being carried out by Presbyterian Mission—including ministries like aid for refugees, youth mentorship and 

disaster relief. 

The Giving Catalogs will be hung on the bulletin board with the December Calendar with order forms.  Please 

feel free to look at the wide variety of gifts such as chickens, cows, educating children, bunk beds for kids, 

fishing boats and equipment, gun violence and trauma healing, teacher training, refugee food baskets and SO 

MUCH MORE.  Join me in giving this Christmas in a way that exponentially impacts this world for the 

Kingdom of God!  - Pastor Heidi
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Women’s Circle Christmas 

Party  

Women’s Circle will be having 

their annual Christmas party on 

Tuesday, December 4
th

, at 12 

noon. Just bring yourself a sandwich and we’ll 

provide dessert and beverage.  

This will be an afternoon of singing Christmas carols 

and packing boxes for families that need some food 

for the holidays. All ladies are invited! 

Jean Feraco and Carol Caputo are the hostesses.  

 

Mariners 

The Mariners meet on the 3
rd

 

Saturday of each month. 

We’d love for you to join us on 

December15
th

 at 7:00 PM we 

will be going to Bryn Athyn to see the musical 

“Annie.” Tickets are just $15 each. See Jean Feraco 

for a ticket or if you need a ride. There will be sign-

up sheet on the bulletin board outside the Fellowship 

Hall.  

The Mariners will not meet in January or February 

due to the chance of bad weather. They will resume 

in March to celebrate their anniversary.  

 

 

Lincoln Cultural Assoc. 

Tuesday, December 18,
 
at 12:15 the Lincoln Cultural 

Association will gather together for a time of 

friendship fellowship and entertainment. Singer 

Michael Esposito will provide our entertainment for 

our December meeting.  

We begin promptly at 12:15 with a short meeting 

followed by a time of refreshments. So, bring your 

favorite homemade cookie to share with everyone.  

 

Christmas Card Exchange 

You can start dropping your 

cards Sunday, December 3
rd

 in 

the church office. We ask you to 

include $.10 per card. The money 

collected will go you one of our 

missions. Cards must be in the office by December 

17. Your cards may be picked up after the December 

23
rd

 service.  

 

Poinsettia’s for 

Christmas  

Help decorate Bethesda with 

poinsettias for Christmas. You may order flowers in 

memory of, or in honor of, a loved one or a friend-

either to take home with you after the Christmas Eve 

service, or leave at church for a shut-in who is 

unable to get out for a Christmas service. A donation 

of $15 for each plant is suggested. You may place 

your check or cash in a pew envelope (indicate 

Christmas flowers) or mail it or drop it in the church 

office. Please fill out a form which is in your church 

bulletins. If you choose to mail us a check, make 

sure you tell us if it is in memory of or in honor of 

someone and if you will be leaving the poinsettias 

plant at the church for a shut-in. The cut-off date for 

ordering your plant is Friday, December 14
th

.   

 

 Christmas Caroling 

Everyone is invited to join us as we spread 

Christmas cheer to those who are shut-in. We’ll be 

Caroling December 9 at 1pm at the Philadelphia 

Protestant Home and Paul’s Run Nursing Home. 

We’re asking each person who will be joining us to 

bring their own bag lunch so there is less clean up. 

Our plan is to leave Bethesda Church at 1 p.m.  
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Christmas Worship 

December 16 at 10 AM Christmas Pageant.  

December 23 –10 AM Caroling Service.   

December 24 – 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Concert.  

7:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service 

You’re Invited to Bethlehem!!!! 

 

 

Join us December 16
th

 at 10am Worship as the 

children present the “Fumbly Bumbly Angels” 

Christmas Pageant. They have been working so hard 

and are excited to share this with you! 

 

 

What is the Initial Offering? 
 

When you receive your box of giving envelopes this 

year, you will notice an envelope towards the front 

of the box called "Initial Offering".  The offering 

given in this envelope will go to help pay for the box 

of envelopes itself.  Each year we pre-purchase the 

boxes of offering envelopes for each person.  The 

cost of each box of envelopes is about $6.  Please 

consider giving towards this to help cover the 

cost.  Thank you! 

 

Minute for Missions 

Our mission this month is Dr. Gabriel Massey with 

Christian Aid Mission.  For many years the Rev. Dr. 

Gabriel Massey and his wife Suzana have carried a 

burden for the multitudes of downtrodden in the rural 

areas in their home state of Madhya Pradesh, India. 

In all facets of their ministry, which includes the 

following programs, evangelism is practiced and the 

gospel is preached. Their ministry provides the 

following:  Child Care - Child Care Centers in the 

villages of Moraha and Jhui Khadan each 

accommodate 30 children ranging in age from 5 to 

13. Children learn Bible verses and staff holds 

worship services each Sunday. 

Medical - Staff periodically teaches classes on 

proper child care as well as good health and hygiene 

practices. Medicines are provided to those in need. 

Sewing Classes - Sewing classes for women and 

girls are conducted on a regular basis. Learning 

sewing skills enable these women and girls to make 

clothes for their own family and provides them with 

the opportunity to earn income and become self-

sufficient. 

Prison Ministry - Both men and women prisoners 

are visited on a regular basis. 

Bundeli Bible Translation - Gabriel is part of a 

team that is translating the Bible into the Bundeli 

language. This effort, when completed, will enable 

some 46 million people to read the Bible in their own 

language. 

Manager of the Christian English College: For the 

past 20 years, Gabriel has served as the Manager of 

this school, which is located in Chhatarpur and offers 

classes from kindergarten through 12th grade. The 

school has 2,000 students, 98% of whom are from 

non-Christian families, thus offering the opportunity 

to share Christian values and the message of 

salvation with these students. 

Bethesda Presbyterian has committed to financially 

support the Masseys with $600 for 2018.    
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Financial Update   

YTD Income: $140,579.08 

YTD Expenses: 164,553.47 

As of November 30, 2018 

Rental Income 

(Included in reported income) 

$1,675.00 November 

$22,100.00 YTD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda Presbyterian Church  

808 Red Lion Rd  

Philadelphia, PA  19115 

 

 

Wanted you to know… 

Coming in January 

Mark your 2019 calendars. On 

Sunday, January 27
th

 we will be 

having one service at 10 a.m.  

Immediately following the 

service we’ll meet in the 

Fellowship Hall for the Annual 

Congregational Meeting. Light 

refreshments will be served.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture for December 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just 

as they had been told. 

                   Luke 2:17-20 
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Session Notes 

Session met November 13 in the library.  The Elders 

reflected on an article about the changing church and 

key factors for those who are looking for a church 

home.  The Session received the Pastor’s report of 

the ongoing work, mission and visitation of Rev. 

Hankel.   The Elders discussed the prayer group and 

how we might include more Bethesda people as a 

part of it.  The Session reviewed, in detail, the 2019 

budget and the 2019 giving envelopes.  Christian 

Education Team requested the purchase of two new 

tables for the Sunday School room to 

accommodate our growing kids' programs, which 

was approved by the Elders.  The Session discussed 

and decided to have The Liturgist begin the service 

by asking people to take their seats and prepare their 

hearts for worship before the prelude begins.  The 

Elders discussed and decided to try a second coffee 

hour after the 11am service.  The Session discussed 

the format of the congregational meeting which will 

be January 27th following one worship service at 

10am.  We will meet in the fellowship hall and have 

some refreshments.  The Session reviewed the 

membership rolls.  The Nominations Team reported 

who has been asked to serve as a Deacon and 

Elder.  On January 19, 2019, the Elders and Deacons 

will have a retreat time at the church to plan the 2019 

year, receive some training and create a strategic 

plan for our ministry and mission.   After sharing 

joys and concerns, we prayed and adjourned to the 

December 11 meeting. 

Deacon Notes  

The Deacons' Meeting was held on November 12, 

2018 and the following topics were discussed:  

Christmas Poinsettia plants; Deacons' decorating the 

church for Christmas schedule; upcoming meeting of 

the Elders and Deacons scheduled for Jan. 19, 2019, 

Deacon's service term stipulations; cleaning of the 

altar tapestry, Deacons may be called upon to serve 

Communion elements to the congregation; 

Thanksgiving Eve worship service; Breakfast with 

Santa on Dec. 1, Christmas caroling on Dec. 9 at 

PPH & Paul’s Run, Christmas Pageant in Fellowship 

Hall on December16, Christmas Eve Candlelight 

worship service on December 24, and volunteers 

who will shop for Christmas gifts for selected 

children of Bethesda. The Next Deacons meeting 

will be held on January 19, 2019 at 12 noon. 

 

 

December Birthdays 

3 – Vicki Bishop 

9 – Heidi Hankel 

Candy Ness 

13 –Nancy Heinrich 

Jane Mitchell 

18 – Ruth Gabel 

 

 

Liturgist for December 

     2 – Debbie Thomas 

9 – Dutch Frock 

16 – Joan Wilson 

23 – Joan Stewart 

30 – Freda Fulton   
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