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Dear Bethesda, 

 

I will give thanks to you, LORD, 

with all my heart; I will tell of all 

your wonderful deeds. – Psalm 9:1 

 

While thanksgiving is a national 

holiday celebrated once a year, we 

as Christians are called to 

celebrate thanksgiving every day!  

Who in the world could eat that 

much turkey?! 

 

Repeatedly, scripture calls us to 

give thanks to the Lord in all 

things.   

 
6 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 

Bringing our prayers and requests 

to God, especially when we are 

suffering, is a difficult time to 

express thanksgiving to God.  So 

how do we create an attitude of 

gratitude in our beings so that our 

natural thought is toward the 

things God has done and the 

promises of all that He will do? 

 

When I was a child, my aunt and 

uncle took me camping, hiking and 

fishing.  We traveled long winding 

roads and pathways to get to the 

final destination and, without a 

doubt, every time I would get lost! 

I would be sure that it was the 

right way to get back to the road 

only to end up back at the starting 

point.  How could I be going 

forward and yet in a circle? 

 

After observing years of my 

inability to navigate, my uncle 

began to teach me to orient myself 

to fixed points on the surrounding 

landscape rather than fixate on my 

inner sense of direction.  He 

explained that my emotions and 

senses could be tricked or moved, 

but the landscape most often 

would not. 

 

Hiking is a lot like our prayer life.  

We approach God out of our need 

and narrow view of the 

circumstances, asking him for the 

solutions we think are right.  We 

begin praying based on how we 

are feeling and how we see the 

problem at that moment.   If life is 

going poorly, we are begging God 

for relief.  If life is great, we are 

thanking him or sometimes we 

forget to even pray. 

 

When we begin prayer with 

thanksgiving it orients us to the 

spiritual landscape that is never 

changing and always true.  Giving 

thanks for all that God has done in 

our lives and repeating the 

promises that He has spoken 

anchors us in the reality that God 

is not done with us.  It orients us to 

God’s view of the world rather 

than ours.  It anchors us to God’s 

heart for people rather than our 

own.  It snaps us out of our narrow 

vision to see our circumstances 

and life from the throne room of 

the King. 

 

We begin with thanks so that we 

remember our God and who we 

are in the Kingdom. 

 

How has God blessed you? 

 

What promises has God spoken in 

Scripture or in prayer to you? 

 

These are your testimonies.  These 

acts of God are your Good News 

to share with others around you.  

These are you moments to 

remember that you are loved as a 

child of the Most High King.  

These are the moments to 

remember you are not alone as you 

face life.  These are the things to 

give thanks for at the beginning of 

your prayers as you ask God to 

enter in once again. 

 

And he took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to them, 

saying, "This is my body given for 

you; do this in remembrance of 

me."  Luke 22:19 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Heidi 
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Women’s Circle  

Women’s Circle meets on the 4
th

 

Tuesdays of each month at 10 

a.m. Our next scheduled meeting 

is November 28
th

. 

The Women’s Circle is starting 

up their Christmas Food 

Collection for Bethesda families 

needing help. Collection boxes 

will be in the hallway outside 

Fellowship Hall. We’re looking 

for non-perishable food items. 

There is a list on the bulletin 

board. Collections begin on 

Sunday, November 5
th

 through 

December 10
th

 .   

The Ladies Christmas Party will 

be Monday, December 11 at 1 

p.m. We’ll be packing the food 

boxes for Christmas. 

All ladies are invited to come for 

some “Holiday Fun.” 

 

 

 

 

Mariners  
The Mariners will meet on 
November 18

th 
at 7:00 pm. We 

are doing a white elephant bingo. 
Please see the bulletin board 
outside the Fellowship Hall for 
more details

Adult Sunday School 
Class 

Sundays 9:30 – 10:30am 
It’s not too late to join us as we 

study of the book of Acts. The 

teachers are Tony Kazlouski and 

Debbie Thomas. Looking 

forward seeing you there! 

Grief Support Group 

Thursdays 2:00 - 3:30pm 

 

Prayer Group 

Thursdays 10:45 - 11:45am 

 

 

KIDS PROGRAMS 

Bethesda kids can enjoy our 

wonderful Sunday School at the 

9:30am and 11:00am each week!   

 

Kingdom Keepers 
Fridays 7:00-8:30pm 

1
st 

- 6
th

 grade 

         

Youth Group 
Fridays 7:00-8:30pm            

7
th 

- 12
th
 grade 

 

Sunday School 
Bethesda kids can enjoy our 

wonderful Sunday School at the 

9:30am and 11:00am each week! 

   

LCA 

The Lincoln Culture Seniors 

Association will meet 

on November 21st at 12:15  

Remember dues are $15per year 

and there is a $2 donation 

required at each meeting you 

attend to cover the cost of the 

coffee, tea and pastries that are 

served at each meeting. Both 

regular and decaf coffee and tea 

are available. 

The business meeting starts 

at 12:15 PM and the social time 

begins around 12:30 PM. 

The entertainment this month 

will be Mark Dezii 

Hope to see you all there!!!  

 

Minute for Mission 
Our missionary for this month is 

the Campbell family!  Carl and 

Pam serve in Papua New Guinea 

(PNG) and are former members 

of Bethesda.  Their son and 

daughter in law – Esther and 

Benji – live behind their parents 

and also serve as missionaries in 

PNG.  We have a short video to 

share of their work during our 

November 11
th

 worship service.   

Carl, Pam, Benji and Esther serve 

as Wycliffe Bible translators and 

work as part of a team 

ministering to the local 

communities.  Bethesda 

Presbyterian has committed to 

financially support the Campbells 

with $3,300 for 2017.  We will 

be taking up a mission offering at 

the worship services on 

November 11
th

.   Please pray 

about how you might be called to 

support this mission.
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Session Notes 
Session met October 10, in the 

library.  The elders dwelled in the 

Word, John 10:1-6, 14-16.  The 

elders received several requests 

for rental of the church and 

responded to each.  The session 

received the pastor’s report of the 

ongoing work, mission and 

visitation of Rev. Hankel. Debbie 

Thomas was presented to the 

elders for membership and was 

approved.  The session approved 

the creation of a task force 

consisting of volunteers from the 

congregation to create a 

comprehensive policy of 

response and action regarding 

disclosures of abuse.  A request 

for organ maintenance was 

referred to the finance committee 

to examine the financial options 

given to us by the repairman.  

The Breakfast with Santa event 

will take place on December 2 

and will be organized by the 

Christian Education team.  After 

sharing joys and concerns, we 

prayed.  We adjourned to the 

November 14 meeting. 

  

 There will be a catered 

banquet on November 

19
th

 at 12:00 pm in the 

fellowship hall as part of 

our 150
th

 Anniversary 

Celebration.  Tickets are 

$15 for adults and $5 for 

children.  They will be 

available to purchase after 

worship services or from 

the office administrator. 

 The property team is 

reviewing proposals for 

rain garden maintenance. 

 The finance team has 

begun putting a budget 

together for 2018 and has 

asked the teams to submit 

any budget needs they 

have to finance team  

 

Servant Opportunities 

Deacon’s Closet 
We collect food for families in 

Bethesda who are struggling and 

in need.  You can help by bringing 

in packaged non-perishables and 

placing them in the library for the 

Deacon’s to add to our food closet.  

If you are in need, please see 

pastor Heidi or a deacon to receive 

food for your household. 

 

Rides for Jesus 
Several members are not able to 

drive themselves to worship 

anymore and need someone to 

pick them up.  If you are available 

to help, please see Jean Feraco. 

 

Visitation 
Our list of shut-ins has grown 

over the past year.  They love to 

receive cards, phone calls and 

visits.  If you are interested in 

doing visitation, please see Pastor 

Heidi or Jean Feraco. 

 

Property Care 
Bethesda Church is always looking 
for those of you who would be 
interested in helping around the 
church with different projects. 
Contact Pastor or Stan Schofield. 
 

Deacons  

Our last meeting was held on 

October 9th .The September 

minutes and treasurer’s report 

were approved and accepted. In 

February 2018, four Deacons will 

be leaving because their terms will 

be over.  The deacons decided to 

not to add to the board and remain 

at 8 deacons for 2018.  Marilyn 

Shaw is training John LaRue to 

operate the sound equipment 

which also records the Sunday 

11:00 service. Each team will need 

a responsible person to perform 

this task each Sunday and they 

should start the training as soon as 

possible for 2018 plus a new 

Communion Team needs to be 

trained for 2018.   Jane Mitchell 

volunteered to help out the current 

Communion Team for October’s 

World Wide Communion Sunday 

since Priscilla Schofield was away. 

It is important that Deacons’ 

envelopes be put out on 

Communion Sundays at both 

services. Marilyn Shaw suggested 

that each Deacon bring a non-

perishable item each month when 

there is a meeting. These items 

would be put into the Deacons’ 

closet in the library. There will be 

an offering taken at the 

Thanksgiving Eve worship service. 

Four of our Deacons will 

participate in the duties for this 

service. Joan Case will continue to 

send cards to our members that 

cannot join us for church service. 

Decorating the church for 

Christmas will be Saturday, 

November 25 at 10:00. After the 

meeting we went into the 

sanctuary to straighten up. Our 

next meeting is Monday, 

November 13th at 7pm. Starting in 

December our meetings will go 

back to the second Wednesday. 



 

 

Financial Update 
Sept. Income: $10,963.91 

Sept. Expenses: $9,576.38 

YTD Income: $131,921.22 

YTD Expenses: $124,658.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda Church  

808 Red Lion Road 

Philadelphia, PA  19115

Rental Income 

(Included in reported income) 

$  1,450.00  October  

$15,225.00     YTD 

Figures as of 10/26/17 

 

Scriptures for November 
 
Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving and his courts with 

praise; give thanks to him and 

praise his name. Psalm 100:4 
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Musical Notes  
Attention All Veterans 

Join the Veterans Chorus and sing during the service on Sunday November 12. Rehearsal will be Sunday 

November 5th after Morning Worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Thanks to Carol Caputo, Georgia Hopely, Diane Olesik and Donna Popp for participating in the Celebration 

Choir honoring the 300
th

 Anniversary of Philadelphia Presbytery. 

 

Two gowns are missing from the choir closet. They have been taken by Carol Bonsted and Esther Chernak. 

We're glad they were found guilty!!! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
Purchase your Banquet Tickets! 
Adults $15 Children $5    
Banquet is November 19th 12:00 pm after the 10:30 worship service. 
If you are unable to afford tickets, but would like to come, please talk to pastor Heidi. We want everyone to join 
in the celebration. 
 

150th Anniversary Worship Service 
There is only one service on November 19th at 10:30 am to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of ministry at 
Bethesda. 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
November 22nd 7 pm 
We will be hosting a combined worship on Wednesday November 22nd with Elkins Park Presbyterian, and 
Memorial Pres. of Fox Chase.  Join us as we raise our voices and give thanks for things God has done. 
 

Deck the Worship Halls 
November 25th at 10am everyone in the congregation is welcome to join us in decorating the Church.  Pastor 
Heidi is bringing donuts and coffee! Come be a church elf and help make the work fun! 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
December 2nd at 9am we will be serving breakfast to the children of the community.  They will have a chance to 
meet Santa and will participate in the reading of the story of the birth of Jesus.  Come, enjoy some pancakes and 
encourage the children. 
 

Potluck and Caroling 
December 10th following the 2nd service we will hold a potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.  After the lunch, 
everyone is invited to join us for caroling at Paul’s Run Nursing Home and PPH in the afternoon.  We will be 
singing Christmas carols.  Feel free to use your walker or a wheelchair as we walk through the hallways and sing 
a joyful noise of Christmas cheer! 
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