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Dear Bethesda, 

 

God is on the move!  What a 

wonderful season it has been to 

see God working with our 

children and youth!  Our bible 

studies have been fruitful and our 

caroling brought joy to many.  

Christmas services were beautiful 

and many in the community 

came to the church. 

As we begin a new year focused 

on care, leadership development 

and growth, it is right to pause 

and rest.  Rest is something I 

personally struggle with as a 

workaholic.  My mind is 

constantly thinking of all the 

things that need to get done, but 

if I cannot stop and enjoy all that 

God has given and provided, 

what’s the point? 

Many of us struggle to rest!  We 

are afraid that resting means we 

are losing our mobility or getting 

old.  We are afraid of falling 

behind in our to-do list or unable 

to leave behind our anxiety for 

moments of peace. 

Whatever your reason might be 

for not resting, we need to retrain 

our bodies, minds and spirits!  

Resting is so important that God 

even does it himself.  Think 

about that for a moment.  The 

creator of the universe, the all-

powerful God with unending life 

energy……RESTS! 

God gives ten rules to humanity 

in the Old Testament and chooses 

that one of those 10 big rules 

should be to rest once every 

seven days as a Sabbath.  And if 

that’s not enough, Jesus spent 

time resting and praying before 

setting out to a new town or 

continuing in ministry. 

Resting does help us to heal, 

grieve and give our bodies time 

to recoup energy spent.  Jesus 

found time to be alone when he 

was grieving, exhausted and 

when he was preparing for a new 

step in his ministry journey. 

As we prepare to begin a new 

year of ministry, we ought to take 

the time to sit before the Lord 

and listen.  So, this month, I 

would like us to practice having a 

Sabbath month! 

Instead of having our team 

meetings and session meeting we 

are going to pray.  The leaders 

will have a one day retreat, but 

the goal for all of us in the 

congregation is to….PRAY more 

than we plan! 

Scripture tells us that God builds 

and grows the church.  If we try 

to do it on our own, we labor in 

vein.  So we are going to lift up 

our prayers, plans, hopes and 

dreams for Bethesda throughout 

January and listen for God’s 

leading so that we might align 

with his plans and see the fruit in 

the years to come.   

What if we committed to praying 

30 minutes each day for the next 

3-5 years of Bethesda’s ministry?  

How great the prayers that would 

be lifted to heaven by those 

whose hearts are invested in the 

Kingdom!  I ask you to pray for: 

 Increased discernment of 

God’s leading in your own 

life 

 Healing for your own wounds 

physical and spiritual 

 Wisdom for leadership 

 God would call families to 

ministry at Bethesda 

 God would raise up more 

workers for the harvest 

 God would bless the efforts 

and prayers of Bethesda 

 God would care for those 

who are struggling in our 

congregation 

Together we are going to take 

one month and rest in the Lord.  

Let us lift up Holy hands together 

so the Lord might enter into our 

midst, hear our prayers and heal 

our land. 

He answered their prayers 

because they trusted in Him. –  

1 Chronicles 5:20 

Happy New Year, 

Pastor Heidi 
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Women’s Circle  

Women’s Circle meets on the 4
th

 

Tuesday of each month.  All 

ladies are invited to come. We’ll 

meet again on January 23
rd

 at 10 

a.m.  

Margie Johnson will give the 

devotion and Donna Popp and 

Marilyn Shaw will provide the 

refreshment.  

 

Mariners  
The Mariners invite you to join 
them for enjoyable evening with 
friends, Saturday, January 20.  

Details for the evening will be 
posted and announced when 
determined. So, keep an eye on 
the bulletin board outside the 
Fellowship Hall for details.  

 

LCA 

The Lincoln Culture Seniors 

Association will meet on January 

16 at 12:15 p.m.  

The business meeting begins 

at 12:15 PM to approximately 

12:30 then we’ll begin our social 

time where you can get a great 

cup of coffee or tea and a 

delicious Danish for just $2. 

The entertainment for January 

will be Greg Albert Samuelian. 

Hope to see you all there!!! 

 

Grief Support Group 
Thursday Jan 11th 

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 

Prayer Group 
Thursdays 10:30 a.m. 

 

Adult Sunday School 

Class 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
It’s never too late to join us as we 

study of the book of Acts. The 

teachers are Tony Kazlouski and 

Debbie Thomas. Looking 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

KIDS PROGRAMS 

Bethesda kids can enjoy our 

wonderful Sunday School at the 

9:30 am and 11am each week! 

 

Kingdom Keepers 
(Resumes Jan 12

th
) 

 

Fridays 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

1
st 

- 6
th

 grade 

 

Youth Group 

Fridays 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

 

Supermarket Gift Cards 

Thanks to all who bought 

Supermarket gift cards in 2017.  

Bethesda Church earned $3,000! 

 

 

Liturgist for January 

7 – Carol Caputo 

14 – Jean Feraco 

21 – Barbara Rowland Wilson 

28 – Joan Stewart 

 

Session 

Session met December 12 in the 

library.  The elders dwelled in the 

Word, 1 Timothy 1:15-17.  The 

session received the pastor’s 

report of the ongoing work, 

mission and visitation of Rev. 

Hankel.  The elders received 

reports from teams. The Session 

voted to approve a contract with 

AKRF for the ongoing 

maintenance of the Rain 

Gardens.  The cost for 2018 and 

2019 will be paid for using the 

funds set aside for the gardens in 

the Memorial fund.  The cost in 

2020 will become part of the 

regular budget.  The property 

team reviewed the rental 

contracts for the year and will be 

adjusting prices accordingly after 

having conversations with each 

renter.  The personnel team 

completed reviews and submitted 

recommendations to the finance 

team.  The finance team 

presented a detailed budget for 

2018.  The elders reviewed the 

budget line item by line item as 

well as reviewing 2017 finances.  

The final budget was approved 

and will be presented at the 

congregational meeting on 

January 28
th

.  Pastor Heidi has 

requested vacation from January 

15 – January 21 and it was 

approved unanimously.  The 

administrative assistant requested 

vacation for December 26 and 27 

and requested to carry over left 

over days this one time due to a 

family member in hospice.  The 

Elders discussed the nominations 

process and decided to publish 

the need for 1 elder and 1 deacon 

in the bulletin rather than putting 

paper slips in every bulletin for 

January.  After sharing joys and 



concerns, we prayed.  We 

adjourned to the January 13 

retreat. 
 

Deacons 

The Deacons wish everyone a 

Happy New Year.  We will be 

putting the decorations away on 

Jan 6
th

 at 10 am.  Our next 

meeting is on Wednesday, 

January 10 at 7pm.  All deacons 

remaining on the board for 2018 

will be attending the Leadership 

Retreat on January 13
th

 from 

8:30-4pm.  See Pastor Heidi for 

details! 

 

 

Jillian Paige Massey 

 

 
 March 23, 2012 - Dec. 4, 2017 

 

Thank you, dear Bethesda 

family, for your loving prayers, 

sympathy cards and thoughtful 

messages for Jilli. They were a 

comfort and deeply appreciated. 

We wish you and your family a 

peaceful and joyful Christmas 

and New Year. 

Blessings, 

Howard and Joan Wilson 

Musical Notes 
 
From sand to snowflakes and 

celebrations to candlelight the 

singers, musicians, and narrators 

of Bethesda have been very busy 

this fall.  

Not only have they supported 

worship here at Bethesda, but 

shared their talents at other 

events and locations as well.  

Appreciation and thanks go to 

each of the following for sharing 

their gifts with us and others: 

Carolers, Celebration Singers 

Chancel Choir, Kid’s Khoir, 

Narrators, Pianist, Praise Team, 

Soloists, “Sharin’ The Word” 

(Dutch), Volunteer Choir.  

So, some in their kerchiefs and 

others in caps can now settle 

down for some much deserved 

naps.  

    Chancel Choir returns to 

rehearse on January 11, 2018 at 

7:30 p.m.  

    Kids Khoir will begin 

rehearsing on January 12, 2018 at 

7:00 p.m.  

    Volunteer Choir will rehearse 

after morning worship on April 

22, 2018 to sing on Sunday April 

29, 2018.   

 

January Birthdays 

 1 – Ryan Bishop 

 7 – Tom Neely  

13 – Jimmy Heinrich 

17 – Norvel (Dutch) Frock  

19 – Joan Stewart 

27 – Christina Freeman 

 

January Anniversaries 

30 – Jacqui & Ernie Brigden  

Elder and Deacon 

Nominations 

This year we will be electing 1 

elder and 1 deacon.  Please pray 

about whether God is calling you 

to serve in this capacity for three 

years.  We believe God is in 

charge and will be leading this 

process.  If you think someone 

might be called to this, please ask 

them first before submitting their 

name!  To submit a name, please 

talk to Pastor Heidi, Jean Feraco, 

Marilyn Shaw or Joan Case (the 

nominating team). 

 

Elder Deacon Retreat 
January 13

th
 8:30 am - 4 pm.  

Leadership retreat with Elkins 

Park Pres.  All 2018 Session and 

Deacon members are expected to 

attend. 

915 E Gowen Ave 

Philadelphia, PA 19150 

 
If you wish to carpool, please see 

Pastor Heidi 

 

Congregational 

Meeting 
January 28

th
 at 11:45am. 

 

Minute for Mission 
 
Our Mission for the month of 

January is Teen Challenge.  We 

have committed to supporting 

them with $500 for the 2018 

year.  On January 28
th

 we will 

have our minute for mission 

during the service.  Please pray 

and consider how might God be 

calling you to contribute to this 

wonderful mission reaching out 

to those with challenges and 

substance abuse. 



Financial Update   
Dec. Income: $13,907.45 

Dec. Expenses:$16,737.84 

YTD Income: $163,500.67 

YTD Expenses: 164,413.91 

 

Rental Income 

(Included in reported income) 

$  2,040.00  November  

$19,065.00     YTD 

Figures as of 12/25/17 

 

 

Scriptures for January 
“Come to me, all you who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you 

rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.”- Matthew 11:28-30 
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Annual Reports Due to the Office by January 8
th

! 

 
The office needs reports from the following groups to be included in the annual report. 

You can email to info@bethesdapc.com, put it in the secretary’s mailbox, or schedule a 

time with Margie to come in and have her type it up. 

 

Mission’s 2017 Disbursements 

 

Missions 2018 Budget 

 

Deacons Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Women’s Association 2017 Financial Report 

 

Mariner’s 2017 Treasurer’s Report 

 

Property Report 

 

2017 Memorial Fund Report 

 

2017 Supermarket Gift Cards Report 

 

2017 Investment Account Report 
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