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Family of God, 

  

The Session has been meeting regularly to discuss and pray about engaging in our ministry with you and 

our community during this unprecedented time of staying at home.  We have also taken under advisement all of 

the recommendations from the local, state and national officials as well as our denomination regarding how and 

when to reopen our facilities and return to worshipping together in our sanctuary.  We are also aware the 

directions from local officials change often so we are attempting to stay in compliance with all guidance to ensure 

safety for our church members, staff, facility users and community. 

  

We ceased all church facility usage beginning March 16th.  We have made alternative worship and 

Christian Education resources available to our congregation via Audio CDs, Zoom Call in, Facebook and 

Livestream broadcasts.  This has been a major adjustment for all of us.  Our entire community is affected.  We 

have been keeping you informed in multiple ways via Facebook, phone, email, texts and postal mail.  Our Session 

and church staff have done our best to keep everyone up to date. 

  

 The Session met on Tuesday May 26th on a Zoom call.  The decision was made to keep our facilities closed 

through at least July 5th.  We will continue to worship online.  This is a very different way of worshipping for now, 

but we want to continue to protect one another.  Our kids’ program has transitioned to online meetings through 

Zoom and will continue to meet online 1st and 3rd Fridays and every Sunday morning for Sunday School.  We will 

not be holding VBS this year for the safety of all our volunteers and the children.   

 

 The decision to open the building is a complicated one.  Here are a few of the many, many pieces the 

Session has to think through and prepare for in order to safely gather to worship:  people will need to wear 

masks, sit 6’ apart, no fellowship time, no standing around in the hallways conversing, only 1 person using the 

bathroom at a time, we can only sit 25 people in the sanctuary at a time staying socially distant, who gets the 25 

seats??, singing produces 60 times the water droplets of breathing and sends the droplets at least 16’ so singing is 

complicated and has led to outbreaks, disinfecting of the building needs to happen after every usage by any group 

so cleaning costs will go up, how can we keep the building safe for rental groups to use, how do we take 

attendance for contact tracing if someone tests positive?, how do we assure that those who enter the building are 

not sick?, how can communion be done safely, how can baptisms be done safely?.....  These are just a fraction of 

the immense considerations the Elders must take into account to open the building.  If you are already thinking 

about those questions, you are most likely realizing that when we do hold worship service in the building again, it 

will not be like it was before.  We understand that this may grieve you and be frustrating but caring for the most 

vulnerable people is one of the core values and calls of the Church of Jesus Christ.  So, we will work our way 

through these questions and will not open the building until we are prepared, and it is safe.  
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 The Session has decided to take advantage of the building being empty by working on refurbishing some 

of our most used areas.  The library has been painted and awaits new carpet, the entry way and fellowship hall 

are currently getting a fresh new coat of white paint to look brand new!   

  

 If you are facing financial stress due to absence from your workplace, please reach out to me for a 

discussion about possible emergency assistance.  To honor your stewardship commitments, if you are able, 

please continue to tithe by either mailing in your financial contribution, giving online at our website 

bethesdapc.com or setting up a bill pay through your bank.  Please pray for one another.  Stay in touch.  Share the 

Good News of healing found in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Reach out to any of our church leaders if you have any 

questions. 

 

 In the name of Christ, 

 

 Rev. Heidi Hankel 

 

Here are some of the pictures of the painting in progress! 
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Upcoming Virtual Gatherings: 

Every Week in June: 

9:30 am  Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am  Adult Sunday School 

11am  Sunday  Worship Service 

NEW!!  Fellowship Time after service on Zoom only 

11am  Monday  Morning Prayer 

11am  Tuesday  Devotions 

12pm  Wednesday  Prayer Conference Call  (on Zoom only) 

11am  Thursday  Devotions        

 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY -   many of our visitors have been watching because you 

have been inviting them!  We’ve had 3 people come to know the Lord during our worship 

services…Praise God.  Keep inviting, keep sharing with people so they can connect to a community 

of faith! 

 

Communion - We will be celebrating the sacrament of communion on Sunday June 7th at the 11am 

worship.  We ask that you have some type of drink and food ready in front of you for worship.  You 

can use whatever you have at home - water, juice, milk, crackers, goldfish, bread, 

pretzels.  Anything you have will work. Please DO NOT go out to the food store to get items for 

communion.  

 

Each of these services, except the Wednesday prayer conference call, will be broadcast through 

Zoom, Facebook and our website livestream.  The links for each are below. 

 

Our church facebook page is facebook.com/bethesdapc.phila 

Our church website is bethesdapc.com   
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Ways to Give: 

Grocery Store Cards Available! 

 
We continue to sell grocery store cards 

during this time of social distancing.  If 

you are interested, please contact Pastor 

Heidi.

Many of you have been asking how you can 

give to the church during this time when we are 

not gathering.  Here are 3 ways: 

1)  Set up a bill pay through your bank. 

2)  Give online through our website at 

      bethesdapc.com/give 

3)   Mail your tithe to the church 

 

If you need help with Groceries... 

Several young people have volunteered 

to pick up groceries for anyone who does 

not feel comfortable getting groceries.   

To arrange this, please call Pastor 

Heidi.  If you need financial help with 

groceries, please call Pastor Heidi or 

Margie Johnson. 

 

 

Deacons Meeting Wednesday June 10th at 7pm using Zoom! 

If you need assistance with getting connected to Zoom, please reach out to Pastor Heidi. 

 

The Deacons met via zoom on May 13th.  They discussed opportunities to serve the community.  The 

deacons contributed $500 in grocery cards to the food pantry at Memorial Presbyterian of Fox Chase.  

Pastor Heidi was able to provide formula for a local mom in need and provide supplies for a family in 

our community whose house burned down.  The deacons will continue to meet and connect the church 

with opportunities to provide and serve.  The next meetings will be June 10th at 7pm on zoom. 

https://www.bethesdapc.com/give
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Thank you from Harvey and Joan Radle  

To all our church family, WOW! the church sure did knows how to do a birthday car drive by on 

Harvey’s 95th birthday. Thanks so much to Pastor Heidi and Joan Case who set it all up. but nothing 

could have happened without our loving members. This was a once in a lifetime event. You all made 

Harvey so happy. We are so blessed with all your love. God Bless! Harvey and Joan.  

 

Session Notes: 

The Session met on May 26th via Zoom meeting.  We have continued to evaluate the ministry and 

mission of the church during this challenging time.  The building will remain closed for gathering 

throughout the month of June to Bethesda Church and all rental groups; the Session will meet again on 

July 6th  to reevaluate our situation.  Bethesda received a beautiful thank you note from Memorial 

Presbyterian of Fox Chase thanking us for the many donations to the food pantry which will help them 

into the summer with the extra demand they are experiencing.  The Kids programs will continue 

through the summer with the 1st and 3rd Fridays and every Sunday morning virtually.  Bethesda 

worship online has been growing steadily this past month.  Our average worship attendance for May 

was 107.  We have been following up with these visitors, several of whom do not currently have a 

church they attend and are considering Bethesda as their new faith community.  We have been hearing 

two pieces of feedback from visitors:  1) We love that Bethesda is not talking gloom and doom, but 

speaking a message of hope, unity, love, peace.  2)  We appreciate that Bethesda incorporates both 

contemporary and traditional music which “demonstrates that it welcome all types of worshippers and 

we are welcome here.”  The Session continues to oversee improvements to the building while it is 

closed.  Our maintenance man has finished painting the library, entry hallway and has begun painting 

the fellowship hall!  The Elders were informed that Bethesda will NOT be a polling place for the June 

election.  The Session approved the installation of a window in the back of the sanctuary so that the 

sound room where the sound equipment is store and the new video equipment will be installed can be 

connected.  The Elders approved the purchase of a CCLI streaming license for $68 a year to cover 

copyright usage of all worship songs and hymns for online services.  The Session gave some guidelines 

for recording music safely to the staff who will experiment with ideas during June.    The Elders 

discussed the status of the building being open or closed and engaged in a discussion of the complex 

issues regarding worshipping safely, holding kids’ programs in the building, in person singing, 

requirements for attendees.  The Session discussed submitting a grant to the Presbytery for expanding 

out worship from the building to include online worship and potential small church (house church) 

worship.  The Elders like the vision but would like some more tangible pieces documented. Pastor Heidi 

will work on this and bring it to the July meeting.  The Session approved a vacation for Pastor Heidi 

from June 1-June 7.  She will pre-record the June 7 worship so that it still happens. The next Session 

meeting will be July 6th at 7pm.   


