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Dear Bethesda, 

 

Just like other occupations, pastors 

are required to continue their 

education and learning throughout 

ministry.  This summer has been a 

wonderful season of learning and 

growing in new areas of my 

relationship with God and as your 

Shepherd.   

 

In June, I was blessed with an 

opportunity to take a new course, 

never been offered before at 

seminaries, which focused on child 

abuse in Christian organizations, 

how we can minister to those 

affected by abuse and respond in a 

Gospel centered way.  In August, I 

was blessed to take training courses 

with Bethany Christian Services 

which focused on ministering to 

children in foster care or who have 

experienced loss or trauma. 

 

Did you know that our brains are 

trained?  We learn by doing things 

repeatedly and almost 90% of our 

brain is developed and trained by 5 

years old!  This might explain some 

of why we dislike change as we age. 

 
 

But it also tells us that healing is 

very affective when it experiences a 

new, healthy reality repeatedly.  The 

brain gets retrained!  This is why 

doctors recommend physical and 

occupational therapies or even 

music therapy.  Repetitive motion 

and music retrains the brain and 

body. 

 

The number one factor in the 

development of a person’s brain 

starting from conception 

is…connection!  Relationship and 

connection help the brain develop at 

a healthy rate and the absence or 

breaking of a relationship stunts or 

even stalls the growth of a brain. 

 

So what does this tell us?  We were 

designed by God to be in 

relationship with one another!  

Modeled after His own image of 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit being in 

relationship together, we are created 

to live abundantly and at our best 

when we live together, nurturing 

one another. 

 

NT Wright, a theologian, wrote,  

“The church exists primarily for two 

closely correlated purposes: to 

worship God and to work for his 

kingdom in the world ... The church 

also exists for a third purpose, which 

serves the other two: to encourage 

one another, to build one another up 

in faith, to pray with and for one 

another, to learn from one another 

and teach one another, and to set one 

another examples to follow, 

challenges to take up, and urgent 

tasks to perform. This is all part of 

what is known loosely as 

fellowship.” ― N.T. 

Wright, Simply Christian: Why 

Christianity Makes Sense 
 

If there is one thing that Bethesda 

Church enjoys, it is the fellowship 

that we share together!  We walk 

together through the roller coaster of 

life.  Almost everyone I have met 

has shared their story of how 

Bethesda became ‘their’ church and 

it always involved feeling welcomed 

and at home here. 

 

I am excited as we begin a fall 

season of learning from one another 

through Bible Studies, walking 

together through grief and trauma, 

praying with one another and 

learning how to walk out the 

Kingdom through the Holy Spirit 

living in us!   

 

Our time spent together directly 

affects our growth and the Kingdom 

of God.  So how do we intentionally 

spend time with others in the 

community who do not attend 

church so that we might directly 

affect their growth and bring the 

healing, love, light and redemption 

of a God who loves them? 

 

As I meet people in our community 

and in Bethesda, my prayer has been 

– God, help me to see this person as 

You see them.  Break my heart for 

the things that break yours so that 

your Holy Spirit might work 

through me to bring the light and 

love of the Gospel. 

 

Sometimes we may be the only 

image of Jesus that a person ever 

knows.  Perhaps just being there is a 

start and loving another as God 

loves us is the next step.  “To love 

another person is to see the Face of 

God” – Les Miserables 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Heidi 
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Women’s Circle  

Our first Circle Meeting of the 

fall season will be held earlier 

than usual. We’re meeting 1 

week earlier on Tuesday, 

September 19
th

 at 10 a.m.  

Carol Caputo will be giving the 

lesson and Carol Bonsted and 

Marilyn Shaw will provide the 

refreshments. All ladies are 

welcome to join us! 

 

Mariners  
The Mariners will meet on 
September 16

th
. Please see the 

bulletin board outside the 
Fellowship Hal for upcoming 
events. 

  

 

LCA 

The Lincoln Culture Seniors 

Association will meet 

on September 19, 2017. 

The dues are $15per year and 

there is a $2 donation required at 

each meeting you attend to cover 

the cost of the coffee, tea and 

pastries that are served at each 

meeting. Both regular and decaf 

coffee and tea are available. 

The business meeting starts 

at 12:15 PM and the social time 

begins around 12:30 PM. 

 

 

There is entertainment at each 

meeting it is usually music of 

some kind and sometimes we 

will have a cultural speaker. 

 

The first meeting we will have 

Francis Hinshillwood as our 

entertainment. Francis is a singer 

and we’ve had requests from 

some of our members to have 

him come.  

 

Hope to see you all there for a 

fun time and hear about the 

exciting trips that will be coming 

up this year. 

 

 

 

Adult Basic Bible 

School 

What are you doing with you 

Saturday mornings? Debbie 

Thomas has a great activity 

for you for nine weeks! Starting 

Saturday September 16
th

 at 10:30 

– 12:00 noon the Adult Basic 

Bible School will begin. We will 

be completing the Book of 

Genesis in this session. If you are 

interested in going deeper in the 

Word of God in a fun and 

exciting way, come be a part of 

this Fall Class happening at 2319 

W. Thompson St. 19121. Please 

call and save your spot by 

September 9
th

, 215.787.0151. 

Tour of Roses Concert 

Join us on September 24
th

 at 

7:30, as Rock of Israel welcomes 

Sally Klein O’Connor, a Jewish-

Christian singer- songwriter for a 

Concert here at Bethesda!  She 

has a wonderful testimony of 

God’s love in bringing emotional 

healing to her after having been 

facially scarred early in life 

through a dog attack. Our 

experience has been that she has 

deeply ministered to us through 

her words as well as her music. 

At our concert last year, there 

was not a dry eye in the house! 

 

Sally also has a wonderful and 

unusual ministry in the public 

square called “A Tour of Roses.” 

The daughter of a florist, Sally 

has developed a ministry of 

training teams to hand out roses 

on the street, with an attached 

card expressing a message of 

God’s love in Messiah. She has 

done these projects in Israel, both 

in Bethlehem and Jerusalem, in 

Germany, Poland, Belfast, and in 

other places darkened by tragedy 

and conflict. The response has 

been astounding as the message 

of healing and love through 

Christ goes out to both Jew and 

gentile. 

 

For more information about Sally 

go to improbablepeople.org 
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Session Notes 

Session met June 11, in the library.  The elders dwelled in the Word, Luke 10:25-37.  The session received 

the pastor’s report of the ongoing work, mission and visitation of Rev. Hankel.  The Session voted to hold a 

congregational meeting on September 10 after one worship service at 10:30.  The elders received reports 

from all the teams.  We will be continuing to install windows in the doors of the church throughout the 

summer.  After sharing joys and concerns, we prayed.  We adjourned to the August 16 meeting. 

 

Session met August 16, in the library.  The elders dwelled in the Word, Matthew 18:2-9.  The session 

prepared for the congregational meeting on September 10
th

.  After sharing joys and concerns, we prayed.  

We adjourned to the September 12 meeting. 

 

 

Go Teams!  Check out what’s happening in the life and mission of Bethesda: 

 
 Youth Group is starting up again in September!  Friday nights at 7pm starting Sept 15 

 Kingdom Keepers is starting up again Friday nights starting October 6! 

 Bible study on Faith will be Wednesday nights at 7pm starting October 4. 

 We continue to strongly support our missionaries and look forward to receiving Aaron Neely at a 

worship service in October. 

 The Missions Team is now receiving applications for missional support for the 2018 year.  We look 

forward to prayerfully selecting those organizations and individuals that the Lord calls us to support 

for next year. 

 Worship Ministry Team is preparing for our many opportunities to celebrate this fall – hanksgiving 

eve service, Worldwide communion Sunday, 300
th

 presbytery anniversary, Christmas Eve, Bethesda 

150
th

 anniversary! 

 There will be a luncheon on November 19
th

 as part of our 150
th

 Anniversary Celebration.  More 

details to come. 

 As we endeavor to begin a kid’s choir this fall. We look forward to hearing their sweet voices at 

worship services. 

 The 9:30 Service will be serving communion on the first week of each month.  Communion will 

remain the first week at every other month at the 11:00am service. 

 We look forward to publishing an updated directory and distributing it at the congregational meeting 

on Sept 10. 

 The technology team continues to help upgrade the office software, put together announcements 

digitally, produce media including updating the website and facebook. 

 New Water Fountains have been installed!  Thanks to the Leisure Group for the financial donation 

and to Stan, Tony and Joe for all your work on this project.  The property team continues to make 

repairs and care for the property as we are able.  Thanks for your patience! 

 Personnel team met to continue updating job descriptions. 

 Finance team has moved the bank accounts of the church to TD bank to save on service charges that 

were recently imposed by PNC. 
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Musical Notes 

If you’re singing Sinatra to the shower curtain or “Sweet Caroline” to the steering wheel, you 

need to broaden your audience and your repertoire. Interested? Then join us for choir each 

Thursday night. Our season begins on Thursday, September 7, 2017 at 6:30 with a Welcome 

Back Picnic in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

This promises to be another exciting year as we will be preparing for, and participating in, 

the following events.  

 

October 7, 2017 – 300
th

 Anniversary of Philadelphia Presbytery 

October 15, 2017 – Hymn Sing Special Music Philadelphia Protestant Home  

November 19, 2017 – 150
th

 Anniversary of Bethesda Presbyterian Church  

November 23, 2017 – Combined Thanksgiving Eve Service with Elkins Park Pres. Church at 

Bethesda  

December 17, 2017 – Christmas Musical Program  

December 24, 2017 – Christmas Eve Service 

 

So, if you sang on summer Sundays, or sing solos to the sink, or to the street ahead of you 

consider adding Thursday nights to your performance schedule.  

 

If you are interested in singing as part of a combined choir for the 300
th
 Anniversary 

celebration for Philadelphia Presbytery, please see Donna Popp for rehearsal times and 

information.  

 

Thanks to ALL those who served as members of the Volunteer Choir this summer. Our final 

summer selection will be sung on Sunday, September 3, 2017. Please attend a brief meeting 

in the Fellowship Hall after the congregational meeting on Sunday, September 10, 2017.  

YOU ARE/WERE A – MAY – SING!!! 
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Report from the 

Deacons 
As the saying goes “where has 

the summer gone”?  In a few 

days it will be Labor Day and 

then the kids will be returning to 

school and yes we will have to 

deal with all those school buses. 

There are a lot of our members 

who are not able to attend 

Sunday services so many of our 

Deacons have been calling and 

visiting our shut-ins.   In 

September the Deacon’s will be 

getting back to the monthly 

meetings.  Our meeting will be 

on Wednesday, September 13
th

 at 

7:00.  Enjoy the rest of our 

summer.   

 

Minute for Missions 
The Whosoever Gospel Mission 

is a Christian nonprofit 

organization whose purpose is to 

provide shelter, food, clothing, 

education, counseling, 

rehabilitation and other 

assistance to homeless and/or 

needy men, women and children 

in the Philadelphia Metropolitan 

Area. As the lighted sign on our 

rooftop proclaims each night, we 

seek to offer the love of Jesus 

and the hope of the Gospel in 

both word and deed to those who 

are hurting.  Rev. Ron Hammack 

works with the New Life 

Program for Men which offers its 

residential New Life 

Rehabilitation & Job Readiness 

Program to homeless men 

without charge.  The New Life 

Program is comprised of three 

phases:  Foundations, Careers 

and Aftercare. 

 

In the Foundations Phase, men 

receive or participate in the 

following free of charge: food, 

shelter and clothing; individual 

and group counseling; drug and 

alcohol support groups, testing 

and treatment; job readiness 

training through a productive 

work program; daily teaching, 

seminars and workshops; 

development of social skills, self-

discipline and personal 

responsibility; and our Career 

Track Learning Program 

designed to improve necessary 

educational, life, vocational and 

job readiness skills. 

 

In the Careers Phase, men 

continue to receive food, clothing 

and shelter free of charge while 

attending off-site vocational 

training, pursuing employment, 

and for 3 months after securing 

full-time employment.  In 

addition, students in the Careers 

Phase receive vocational 

counseling, assistance with 

resume preparation, and help 

with community resource 

networking to obtain 

needed services.  The Mission 

provides funds for public 

transportation while in school 

and job hunting, and continues to 

provide ongoing counseling and 

support services.   

 

Upon graduation from the 

residential Foundations and 

Careers Phases, men move out of 

the Mission and into their own 

independent living 

arrangement.  In the Aftercare 

Phase, men continue to receive 

counseling, advice and referrals 

provided by a full-time 

Aftercare Counselor as long as 

necessary.  Graduate benefits 

also include a thrift store 

discount, free meals and free use 

of the Mission’s Learning Center 

resources. 

 

We, Bethesda Church, have 

committed to financially 

supporting Rev. Ron Hammack 

and Whosoever Gospel Mission 

with $300 for 2017.  Please pray 

about how God may be calling 

you to contribute to this mission.   

 

Liturgist for September 

   3 – Carol Caputo    

 10 – Loreen Grose   

 17 – Jean Feraco 

 24 – Joan Wilson  

 

Birthdays in September  
  6 – Edna Swenson 

21 – Marie Frock 

        Andrew Larkin  

Anniversaries in 

September 

 12 – Jane and Ed Mitchell  

 21 – Marie and Dutch Frock  

 26 – Lillian and Ray Hamman  
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CONNECT 
 

KIDS 

Sunday School 
Bethesda kids can enjoy our wonderful Sunday 

School at the 9:30am and 11:00am each week!  At 

the 11:00am service, kids are invited to stay in with 

their parents until the children’s sermon and then be 

dismissed to their classroom. 

 

 

Kingdom Keepers 

Fridays 7:00-8:30pm        1
st 

- 6
th

 grade 
Starting October 6

th
  

October 6
th

 is our kickoff night to begin our 2017-

2018 season of Kingdom Keepers.  Our teams of 

teachers are excited and ready to teach the kids on 

Fridays from 7:00pm-8:30pm.  Our schedule will 

follow the school calendars. 
 

 

YOUTH 

 
Fridays 7:00-8:30pm            7

th 
- 12

th
 grade 

Starting September 15
th

  

Join us as we talk about life and scripture and create 

expressions of our faith through art, music, 

technology and more.  Youth will have the 

opportunity to serve local community organizations 

and learn about ministry in action!   

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

September 17, 24, and Oct 1  
From 12:15-1:00pm 

Join Pastor Heidi for “Church Chats” to find out 

what it means to become a member of Bethesda. 

 

ADULTS 

Adult Sunday School Class 

Sundays 9:30 – 10:30am 
Starting September 17th 

Join us as we begin a study of the book of Acts. 

Teachers will be Tony Kazlouski and Debbie 

Thomas. We’ll be looking forward seeing you there! 

 

Faith Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
Starting October 4

th
  

Interested in growing in faith and understanding of 

how to live it out?  Join Joan Stewart as she leads us 

through a study on faith from Life Guide Bible 

Studies.  There is no cost to attend the Bible study. 

 

Healing the Wounds of Trauma 

Thursdays 12:30 - 1:30pm 
Starting September 21

st
  

If you have experienced trauma or would like to 

walk alongside of those who have experienced 

trauma, join us for this small group study.  This 

resource was designed by the American Bible 

Society and is used all around the world.  We will 

tackle hard questions like: If God loves us, why do 

we have to suffer? We will deal with topics such as 

abuse, suicide, caring for caregivers, forgiveness 

and violence. 

 

Grief Support Group 

Thursdays 2:00 - 3:30pm 

 

Prayer Group 

Thursdays 10:45 - 11:45am 
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A Big Thank you! 

A big thank you to Ken Alexy 

and all the volunteers who gave 

so much of their time to help 

during VBS. Thank you to all 

those who contributed to make it 

a successful week. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda Church  

808 Red Lion Road 

Philadelphia, PA  19115

Financial Update 

July Income: $13,421.00 

July Expenses $12,472.57 

Aug. Income: $13,607.84 

Aug Expenses: $15,724.92 

YTD Income: $108,056.38 

YTD Expenses: $101,885.72 

 

Scriptures for September  

Then He said to His 

disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few. 

Therefore beseech the Lord of the 

harvest to send out workers into 

His harvest.” – Matthew 9:37-38 

 


